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ItH fortuncB have fluctuated For a time the first enthusiasm fell otft but the last two or three years have seen a great revival This summer then; havw been two main excursions, one in June to the New Forest, ami one, in July to Dartmoor, the former specially for Botanv the latter for Urology. About twenty went on each excursion and lived in tents for about a week. The cost was 23,9. for one and 43s. for the other
Various eks.seH have grown out of the Society, and monthly meetings 'are held to hear lectures, see specimens, and foster good fellowship. . . If old members will ntiil work hard themselves, and welcome all who are willing to work hard, however little they know, the Society will not exist in vainT
Seven years later the following programme showed the life and energy of the Natural History Society to be unabated :
1899.    Lint of Leeture.H :
October :ird,    " Plant Mosaien," by A. G. Tansley, M.A., F.L.S. A\*oirmber lth.-~" Volcanoes," by A. M. Davies, B.Sc., P.G.S. IhTnnber ftth.-Entomological paper by J. S. Sequeira, M.E.C.S. January tith, -President's Address.
February tiih.   •" Some Pond Life Studies," by D. J. Scourfield. March tith.    4t Bacteria an Friends of Man," by V. H. Blackman, M.A. April KUh.    " Tim (Illogical Hwtory of Plants," by G. E. Shaw. May I Jit.-   " KruitB and Seedn of British Plants," by T. A. Byrnes. Jun<' Mh.>   " The. Flora of the Tyrol," by Dr. Stapf.
KxcurHioiw w<*ro arranged to the following places: Brighton Downs, Sevi-noaks, Loith Hill, Hayc» and Kouton, Chingford, Caterham, Redhill, Hurnhain-on-Crotmh, Rcngato, Fo.lday (four days Easter), Burnham BwchcM, Aylfubury, Loughtou, Limpsfield, Ghorloy Wood, Hayling Island (thrtw day« at WhilHimtido), Woybridge, Broxbourne, Chatham, and Switzerland (thrro w^c.ka).
Entrance! fcj<s 1^.    Annual Hubecription, 1^.
liut no bald factn can, express the value of the work of the society or its virile influence on the minds and characters of itn mem born.
rVlw Antiquarian Society also was large and active, and an account of ita visits to old buildings, papers on brasses, investigations into ancient lore, or enjoyment of disputed pointH, would fill pages. The value of the societies did not, however, depend on largo numbers, and those, whose members were, fe.w, often made up for the interest of excitement, by the. closer relationship that exists when " two or three are gathered together." The work of the classes and the societies became very interdependent. Members often joined a society for its social interest, and thereby finding themselves stimulated to desire more knowledge, joined classes; or else, those who sought knowledge first by direct teaching, and later desired the companionship of others with similar interests, became members of a society.